MESSAGE

OF CHRISTMAS

HE WAS WORTH THE WAIT!

Luke 2:21-40

“The Christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined

humanity- hope of pardon, hope of peace with God, hope

of glory-because at the Father’s will Jesus became poor,

and was born in a stable so that thirty years later He might

hang on a cross.” ~ J.I. Packer

DECLARING THE GLORY OF GOD

(The Examples of Simeon and Anna)

A. Christ Presented in the Temple (2:21-24)
B. Simeon’s Prophecy (2:25-35)

C. Anna’s Prophecy (2:36-38)

D. Summary of the Early Childhood of Jesus

(2:39-40)

Discussion Questions

1.
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Read Luke 2:21-24. Why did the parents of Jesus go to
the temple so early in His life - 33 days after he was

born? The answer is obedience. Are there spiritual

disciplines you want to focus on this year to grow in

your relationship with God? (i.e., reading God’s
word, studying God’s word with a group, or being
more in tune with God's plan for your life through
prayer)? Discuss.

Read Luke 2:25-35. Simeon is a beautiful picture of
faithfulness in this passage. What do we learn about
Jesus in Simeon’s proclamation to God and message

to Mary? Discuss.

Read Luke 2:39-40. What three areas does Luke focus
on in his description of the growth of Jesus? What is

an area Luke mentions in his list that you want to
work on this year? Discuss.

Pray for each other focusing on the spiritual growth

goals you have for the year ahead.

= 1 to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to

r----------------------

I Luke 2:21-40 And at the end of eight days, when he was
I circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the
angel before he was conceived in the womb.

¥ 22 And when the time came for their purification according

I present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the
I Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called
1 holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to

1 what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves,

g or two young pigeons.”

I 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was

1 Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting

1 for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon

1 him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit

g that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's

g Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and

1 when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his
arms and blessed God and said,

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your
salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for
glory to your people Israel.”

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said
about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary
his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed

35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so
that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years,
having lived with her husband seven years from when she
was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-

¥ four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping

with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at
that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem.

39 And when they had performed everything according

to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their

own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became

strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon
him.

Ephesians 3:14-21 For this reason | bow my knees before
the Father, 5 from whom every family in heaven and on
earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his

glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted
and grounded in love, 8 may have strength to comprehend
with all the saints what is the breadth and length

and height and depth, 12 and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than
all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us, 2! to him be glory in the church and in Christ
g Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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